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of the measures now on the Order Book of the House could be
submitted even once to its judgment except at the pleasure of the
Government.
Some of these measures have been introduced by Mr. Gladstone
and his colleagues with a strong sense not only of their propriety
but of their urgency. Is it within the bounds of reason that they
should, not upon debate and after consideration of all the circum-
stances, but by a preliminary covenant, hand over to others the
power of determining whether on any one of them the House
should have an opportunity of giving its judgment.....
So plain and imperative do these considerations appear to Mr.
Gladstone to be that he had hoped their force would at once be
admitted by Lord Salisbury and his friends.
At the same time that the legislative powers of the House
are thus made to depend absolutely on the Government, Lord
Salisbury does not surrender the power either of proceeding
with old or of introducing new legislation. Nor could he with
propriety, as Mr. Gladstone believes, make such a surrender.
But this reservation illustrates the inadmissible inequality in
the terms of the proposed covenant, as they bear upon the
Administration and the House of Commons respectively.
As the objections to the first of the two demands are insur-
mountable, and as they form a whole, Mr. Gladstone will not
waste Your Majesty's time by a discussion of the second, but
will only add a few words upon the reason which is alleged on
behalf of those demands, namely that when the Seats Bill shall
have been passed a Dissolution will become, and will be for a time,
legally impossible.
Whatever might be the weight of this plea, it could not warrant
concessions which involve (besides much else) a total sacrifice of
the Legislative freedom of the House of Commons. . . .
The points which have here been touched admit of, and indeed
require, much further development, but this most imperfect
sketch may suffice to show that it is no merely captious spirit
which has led Mr. Gladstone with his political associates to declare
that they could not accede to the demands of Lord Salisbury with-
out gravely derogating from the rights of the House of Commons,
nor, therefore, without failing in a capital point of their duty to
Your Majesty.